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GUIDELINES FOR CROSS FRONTIER ACCREDITATION


1. Introduction:
In order to prevent competition among accreditation bodies and to strengthen meeting WTO/TBT objectives of facilitating international trade by removing technical barriers to trade through mutual recognition between SLAB and other accreditation bodies, SLAB accepts that there should be necessary guidelines for SLAB to follow when conducting conformity assessment nationally or abroad.
2. Scope:
This guideline provides guidelines for cross frontier accreditation to help maintain an equivalent accreditation service and to avoid duplication of work done of other accreditation bodies.  
3. 
Responsibility:  
Director/ Additional Director/ Technical Managers
4. Reference: 
ILAC – G21: Cross Frontier Accreditation – Principles for avoiding duplication
5. Procedure:
5.1    When SLAB is a MRA/MLA signatory and the client is locally based
5.1.1 When a client is operating in the local market, the following guidelines shall be followed. 

a) SLAB shall acknowledge applications received from applicants in the local market and proceed with SLAB procedures
b) SLAB shall recognize other or similar accreditations granted by other accreditation bodies to the client

5.2  When SLAB is a MRA/MLA signatory and the client is foreign based
5.2.1 When a client is operating in a foreign market, the following guidelines shall be followed. 

a) The reasons for submitting an application may be;

i) The accreditation body in the foreign market does not offer accreditation to the required scope

ii) The foreign accreditation body is not a signatory to MRA/MLA

iii) There is no accreditation body in the foreign market

iv) The client demands SLAB accreditation
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b) Before acknowledging the application, SLAB shall;

i) inquire whether there is a local accreditation body

ii)   suggest that local accreditation may be economically favourable

iii)  point out the equivalence of accreditation of local accreditation body

c) As the case may be, SLAB shall inquire from the accreditation body where the client operates for any objections for accepting the application.

d) If there is no objections from the foreign accreditation body, SLAB may accept the application and proceed as per the SLAB procedures.

5.3 When SLAB is not a MRA/MLA signatory and the client is locally based
When a client is operating in the local market, the following guidelines shall be followed. 

a) SLAB shall inform the client that SLAB is not a signatory to the MRA/MLA for the prescribed scope and the client still insists, may acknowledge applications received from applicants in the local market and proceed with SLAB procedures

b) SLAB shall recognize other or similar accreditations granted by other accreditation bodies to the client

5.4  When SLAB is not a MRA/MLA signatory and the client is foreign based
When a client is operating in a foreign market, the following guidelines shall be followed. 
a) The reasons for submitting an application may be;

i) The accreditation body in the foreign market does not offer accreditation to the required scope

ii) The foreign accreditation body is also not a signatory to the MRA/MLA

iii) There is no accreditation body in the foreign market

iv) The client demands SLAB accreditation

v) Foreign accreditation may be costly

b) Before acknowledging any application, as the case may be, SLAB shall inquire from the accreditation body where the client operates for any objections for accepting the application.

c) If there is no objections from the foreign accreditation body, SLAB may accept the application and proceed as per the SLAB procedures.

5.5 When SLAB conducts assessments jointly and locally or foreign with other accreditation bodies
The following guidelines shall be followed. 

a) SLAB or foreign accreditation body may invite either party to conduct assessments 

i) After observing the competence of and experience for assessments

ii) By providing a team member(s) to the assessment tram

iii) By performing a joint assessment with the objective of single or dual accreditation 
iv) After signing an agreement /contract between each party.
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